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Dorothy was born on 15 May 1918 in Taconite, in Itasca County, on Minnesota’s Iron 
Range.  She graduated from Greenway High School in Coleraine, also on the Iron 
Range, in 1934 and attended two years of Junior College, also in Coleraine.  Dorothy 
then lived in Minneapolis for about a year, attending Minneapolis Business College, 
and then returned to northern Minnesota and worked as a bank clerk in the mining 
town of Calumet. 
 Dorothy married Angelo Legueri on 27 July 1940, and after that became a 
homemaker.  Angelo worked in the mines until mid-1943, when he was drafted into 
the US Army; he spent 1943-45 in Europe, the Philippines and on postwar 
occupation duty in Japan.  While he was gone, Dorothy managed the household and 
raised the couple’s first child. 
 Following Angelo’s discharge, the couple raised a family of five children and 
resided in the Iron Range town of Nashwauk, where this interview took place in 
September 2002. 
 
Dorothy recalls everyday civilian life in Minnesota’s Iron Range during wartime, 
including some discussion of shortages, rationing and the importance of family. 
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Interview Key: 
T = Thomas Saylor 
D = Dorothy (Hughes) Legueri 
[text] = words added by editor, either for clarification or explanation 
(***) = words or phrase unclear 
NOTE: interview has been edited for clarity 
 
Tape 1, Side A.  Counter begins at 000. 
 
T: Today is the 28th of September 2002 and this is the interview with Dorothy 
Legueri.  First, Dorothy, on the record, thanks very much for taking time today to 
speak with me.  I’m looking forward to our conversation. 
Just to recap a little bit of the information that I’ve learned already.  You were 
born on the 15th of May 1918 in Taconite, in Itasca County, Minnesota.  Stayed in the 
area.  You graduated from Greenway High School in Coleraine in 1934 and attended 





T: Lived down in the big city, in Minneapolis, for about a year after that attending 
[Minneapolis] Business College and then returned up to this area.  You worked as a 




T: Until you were married. 
 
D: Teller and assistant cashier. 
 
T: You were married on the 27th of July 1940.  At that point you didn’t work 
regularly--at least not full time. 
 
D: In those days you didn’t.  When you got married you quit working, period. 
 
T: Was that something you felt you wanted to do or something that you felt was “the 
way it was”? 
 
D: That was just the way it was.  And it shouldn’t have been, because we didn’t have 
any furniture yet and the house wasn’t finished.  I should have worked like they do 
now. 
 
T: Now of course it’s much, much different. 
 
D: Yes, it is. 
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T: You were married on the 27th of July 1940.  That means that when the attack on 
Pearl Harbor come on the 7th of December 1941 you’d been married about a year 




T: Do you remember what you were doing when you first heard the news about the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor? 
 
D: Sorting laundry in the laundry room. 
 




T: Was the radio on in the background then? 
 
D: No.  I never had the radio on. 
 
T: How did you hear the news then? 
 
D: Did you tell me? 
 
Husband Angelo Legueri: I probably told you. 
 
T: So your husband told you.  How did you react when you heard that news? 
 
D: Shock mostly.  Surprise, shock. 
 
T: With a husband who was not maybe of draft age, did it occur to you that the war 
might impact you in a very personal way? 
 
D: Yes.  I had a brother, brothers-in-law. 
 
T: How many brothers did you have? 
 
(1, A, 51) 
 
D: Just one. 
 
T: Just one.  Was he ultimately drafted into the service? 
 
D: He was drafted.  He was in four years. 
 
T: Did he serve in the Pacific or in Europe? 
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D: I think he was on a ship where they took prisoners from Europe. 
 
T: So I’ve learned that your brother was a lieutenant in the Army and spent time 




T: When the war began you were in charge of the household here and you didn’t 




T: From your perspective, how did life in this town begin to change once the war 
started? 
 
D: It surely didn’t, no.  When we hear about wars now they have support groups for 
the women and all kinds of things.  They had nothing for us.  We were just left on 
our own. 
 
T: Did the community draw closer together because of the war? 
 
D: I don’t think so. 
 
T: How long was it before Angelo was drafted into the service? 
 
D: The war began in 1941 and he went in 1943. 
 
T: So there were two years that he was working.  Working a lot, apparently, from his 
conversation with me.  As a homemaker, were you impacted by things like rationing 
or shortages of certain goods? 
 
D: Very much. 
 
T: What specifically can you recall about that? 
 
D: Shoes.  You got coupons for shoes.  You could only get as many as you had 
coupons for.  Coffee.  Sugar.  Butter.  I think maybe that’s all. 
 
T: Which of those was perhaps toughest for you as a homemaker? 
 
D: There was gasoline too.  None of them, because I wasn’t a big user of anything.  I 
gave away more of my coupons than I used. 
 
T: So for you, there were more than enough coupons.  In fact, to the point that you 
could give them away or trade them? 
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D: No.  Give them away. 
 
T: Who did you give them to? 
 
D: My friends. 
 





T: Did people begin to leave for the service from Nashwauk after the war began? 
 
D: Yes.  Most of the men were gone. 
 
T: Were you concerned about your husband going? 
 
D: Of course. 
 
T: He didn’t go for a couple years.  Did you worry about the fact that he might have 
to go on a regular basis or…? 
 
D: I don’t [think] we thought so, because they weren’t taking very many then. 
 
T: He was working full time at this point.  Did the full time work that Angelo had 
mean that more money was coming into the household? 
 
D: What did you make, seventy-five cents an hour? 
 
Husband Angelo Legueri: Yes. 
 
D: Not much money but enough to live on if you know how. 
 
T: If you know how.  Once the war started, did you as a homemaker, do you feel your 
financial situation improved, stayed the same, or got a little tougher? 
 
D: Stayed the same. 
 
T: How did you budget your money as a homemaker? 
 
D: First the house payment, and then food, utilities, car maintenance.  That’s about it. 
 
T: Did you have a car that you used at that time? 
 
D: An old car. 
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T: Most of the shopping that you did, was that done here in Nashwauk or in local 
communities? 
 
D: Mostly here. 
 
T: Here in Nashwauk? 
 
D: Yes.  (***) 
 
T: Is there a main street with a number of stores here in town? 
 
D: A number of clothes stores. 
 
T: Things have changed from the 1940s.  How do you feel that the war coming in 
1941 began to change your life personally? 
 
D: My brother went.  My brothers-in-law all went.  And he went.  My husband.  Big 
change.  Other than that… 
 
T: You were married in 1940.  By the time Angelo left in late 1943, you were 
pregnant with your first child.  How did you respond to the news that Angelo gave 
you that he was going off to the service? 
 
D: I think pretty much resigned to it.  You took what came along. 
 
T: When was your first child born? 
 
D: In March of 1944. 
 
T: You were four or five months pregnant, I guess.  How did you get along then as a 
pregnant woman, suddenly with no man around the house? 
 
D: My whole family is here, so I got along. 
 
T: When the baby was born, did you have the baby here in the house or in a 
hospital? 
 
D: I stayed at my mother’s for at least a year.  She wanted me to stay but finally I 
wanted to come home. 
 
T: So after the baby was born, you lived with your mother here in town? 
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D: My father and mother.  In Park. 
 
(1, A, 147) 
 
T: How close is that to Nashwauk? 
 
Husband Angelo Legueri: About eight miles. 
 
T: How about the house?  Was anyone living in the house then? 
 
D: We rented it.  Twenty-five dollars a month. 
 








T: How was that, living with your parents, you and the baby? 
 
D: It was hard. 
 
T: In what way? 
 
D: How personal is it going to get here? 
 
T: The more details you add, the more complete the record. 
 
D: Yes.  For instance, I was making a little suit, a little romper before the baby was 
born.  My mother said, “Why are you doing this?  The baby might die.”  I said, “I don’t 
need that!”  That’s the kind of person she was.  I don’t know if she (***). 
 
T: Was it crowded in the house to you, having a small child around and living with 
your folks? 
 
D: We just lived there until Joe was a year old.  Then I wanted to come home.  So I 
did. 
 
T: What was one of the good things about living with your folks when the baby was 
born? 
 
D: My dad was crazy about the little boy.  My mother was too, but my dad especially. 
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T: How did you split the housework up with your mother? 
 
D: I did my share.  Now and then I would work and give her half the money that I 
earned.  She took care of Joey while I was gone. 
 
T: In a way, if you wanted to go out and work, you had built-in childcare. 
 
D: Yes, but she didn’t want to do it full time. 
 




T: Did you want to work more than you were working? 
 
D: No, not really. 
 




T: What kind of jobs?  When you went out to work? 
 
D: I had worked in a bank and that’s where I worked when I worked. 
 
T: At the same bank? 
 
D: Yes.  Same bank.  Some in Coleraine, some in Nashwauk.  And I worked for a 
lawyer for several weeks too. 
 








T: How, from your perspective, had working at the bank changed?  Before the war 
when you didn’t have a child to once the war started, how had it changed? 
 
D: It didn’t change much.  There weren’t computers yet.  Everything was done by 
hand.  The bookkeeping, the ledgers, everything. 
 
T: How about the people working there?  Had there been a turnover in the people 
working there? 
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D: No.  Same people. 
 
T: Were there mostly women working there, mostly men, or a mix? 
 
D: Each bank was owned by a man and wife.  I was the other employee. 
 
T: So you’d say that the people working at the bank hadn’t really changed.  You 
didn’t notice any more women working or any younger people? 
 
D: No, because each bank was owned by a husband and wife who worked there.  I 
worked there, and Carol.  Then they had a man cashier. 
 
T: How many employees were there total at that bank? 
 
D: Never very many.  In Calumet we had just two of us.  And I was assistant cashier, 
bookkeeper, doer of things that needed to be done. 
 
T: So a pretty small operation. 
 
D: Yes.  Very small. 
 
T: Touching on shopping again and going to stores.  Did you notice the assortment of 
things in the shops changing as the war was on? 
 
D: I wasn’t much of a shopper.  I didn’t have any money to shop with anyway.  So I 
really can’t tell you that. 
 
T: So you worked a little bit.  Did the money that you were earning, was that 
something that your folks needed or just appreciated? 
 
D: No.  They had enough, but I felt obligated to give them some of it since they took 
care of Joe.  I lived there for a while. 
 




T: Did you get any kind of allotment or money from Angelo? 
 
D: What did I get?  I got some kind of allotment from you, part of your twenty-one 
dollars. 
 
Husband Angelo Legueri: I sent home fifteen dollars for her and I kept five.  And out 
of that five I had to pay for our life insurance, so there wasn’t very much left for me.  
I don’t know how she managed with fifteen dollars a month. 
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T: The couple dollars that you saved from your pay, there probably wasn’t much to 




Husband. No. I never had anything. 
 
T: You wouldn’t say that you noticed, personally, a change in the assortment of 
goods in the stores.  How about prices for things? 
 
D: Prices were reasonable, but I didn’t have any money.  I had a little garden.  
Canned things.  Berries. 
 
(1, A, 224) 
 
T: Was that at this house or at your parent’s house, too? 
 
D: Yes.  Picked berries.  And Joey would be about this big following behind me.  I’d 
say, “Come on, Joey.”  He’d say, “I’m coming Mama.  Can’t you hear my feet running?”  
(laughs)  Kids.  I like kids. 
 
T: Once Angelo went away to the service, I guess the challenge for you was to try to 
stay in touch.  Were you a regular letter writer? 
 
D: Oh, yes.  We didn’t have telephone. 
 
T: So all the communication that you were going to have with Angelo had to be 
through the mail.  When you wrote to him, what kind of things did you think it was 
important to let him know about? 
 
D: Just everything we did all day long. 
 
T: Such as. 
 
D: Playing with the baby, picking berries, canning. 
 
T: So really the kind of daily… 
 
D: Home stuff. 
 
T: Did you include stuff about your son and how he was growing? 
 
D: Oh, yes.  Pictures. 
 
T: You sent pictures too. 
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D: Lots of them. 
 
T: How often did you get mail from him? 
 
D: He wrote every day, but I didn’t always get it every day.  I’d get bunches of it. 
 
T: You didn’t necessarily get the mail as regularly as he wrote it. 
 
D: Whenever the APO managed to get it to us. 
 
T: When you read his letters, what kind of an impact did they have on you?  What 
was he telling you? 
 
D: As little as possible.  Not where they were.  Not what they were doing.  What they 
did every day. 
 




T: Did you worry about him? 
 
D: Of course. 
 
T: As a person, how did you deal with worry and with wondering on a day to day 
basis? 
 
D: You handle it.  There’s no such way to do it I guess.  You handle it because you 
have to. 
 




T: What church were you going to? 
 
D: To the Catholic church here in town, St. Cecilia. 
 




T: Did your church sponsor any kind of volunteer programs, things that helped in 
the war effort? 
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D: No, no.  None of that was done in those days.  There was no support group.  No 
nothing. 
 
(1, A, 257) 
 
T: Several times you’ve mentioned that.  Did you really feel yourself kind of left 
alone or deserted in a sense by society? 
 
D: Not really.  I had my friends.  Quite a few friends.  We had sewing club, card club, 
this and that. 
 
T: Were you more active in clubs once Angelo went away than you had been before? 
 
D: Oh, yes.  You have to do something. 
 








T: When you got together, what kind of things did you talk about in that you kind of 
shared a similar situation? 
 
D: Kids.  We all had kids. 
 
T: How often did the topic of your husbands and where they were and what they 
were doing come up? 
 
D: I suppose every time we met.  You knew there wasn’t very much to say.  Most of 
the time we didn’t know where they were or what they were doing. 
 
T: Because the mail you got couldn’t say that. 
 
D: That’s right.  And every now and then you’d get a letter, they’d all been censored 
with big black, black out. 
 
T: Then you wondered what had been said. 
 
D: Yes, right. 
 
T: Did you know anybody in town here who got bad news about their husband 
who’d been wounded or captured or killed? 
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D: That’s so long ago I don’t remember. 
 
Husband Angelo Legueri: My cousin Phil. 
 
D: No.  All your brothers came back. 
 
T: Because Angelo was away in the service did you find yourself following the 
progress of the war pretty closely through the news? 
 
D: As much as they would print.  Sometimes they didn’t print all the details. 
 




T: Did you find yourself reading the paper perhaps more carefully than you used to? 
 
D: I’ve always read it cover to cover. 
 




T: I guess you can’t do more than that.  Did the message at church change at all to 
reflect the war? 
 
D: To a certain extent.  You didn’t emphasize it too much. 
 
T: How was the war incorporated into church services? 
 
D: That was so long ago that I really don’t remember. 
 
T: Do you recall if there were prayers at church or special services? 
 
D: Oh, yes.  That. 
 
T: Who was prayed for, for example? 
 
D: For all of us.  Each of us. 
 




T: Were there special services when the war ended against Germany or the war 
ended against Japan? 
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T: Do you remember those? 
 
D: Just sort of a quickly arranged thank God. 
 
T: How was the attendance at those couple services? 
 
D: Good.  Because so many people were involved. 
 
T: Was attendance at those kind of services higher than normal? 
 
D: We had good attendance at our church.  I doubt it. 
 
T: How did an average day for you, either when you were living here or living with 
your folks with your son, what did that look like?  What was your routine? 
 
D: Just living.  Cleaning house, taking care of baby, meeting with a friend, cooking.  
Little gardening. 
 
T: Did you always enjoy gardening? 
 
D: Yes.  I enjoy what you raised.  I canned quite a lot. 
 
T: Were you doing more canning than you had been before the war? 
 
D: No.  After he came home the garden got bigger.  Then I did more.  A couple 
hundred quarts. 
 
T: No kidding! 
 
D: Many of them were peaches because he loved home canned peaches.  And they 
are better than canned.  In those days peaches were huge and juicy and wonderful, 
not like those little hard beans we’ve got. 
 
T: They don’t grow peaches locally do they?  Where did you get the peaches from? 
 
D: From the store.  Crates.  A buck sixty-nine a crate [$1.69].  Eight quarts and some 
to eat. 
 
T: You mentioned that you were more social in a way.  You were in more clubs than 
you had been before.  Did you continue with that after the war ended and after 
Angelo came home? 
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D: Pretty much so.  They were all young women my age.  All had kids.  We enjoyed 
meeting. 
 
T: So that’s maybe one change that stayed with you.  You got involved in some 
organizations or clubs or gatherings and kept that after the war. 
 
D: Yes.  Right.  Legion Auxiliary and stuff like that. 
 




T: How did you get involved in that? 
 
(1, A, 314) 
 
D: I guess at first for something to do.  Then later on because it’s a good 
organization. 
 




T: That’s fifty, almost sixty years now. 
 
D: Fifty three. 
 
T: You know exactly. 
 
D: I filled all the offices when I could talk. 
 
T: President Roosevelt died on April 12, 1945.  How did you react when you heard 
that news? 
 
D: Quite a lot of surprise.  No more than that.  Not horror or anything, because he 
just died.  Not like he’d been killed. 
 
T: Did that make you nervous at all about how the country was going to move 
forward now? 
 
D: I trusted the government to be able to adjust and take care of itself, which is more 
than you can do now. 
 
T: The war against Germany, of course Angelo was in Germany, ended less than a 
month later on May 8, 1945.  Do you remember when you first heard that news that 
the war against Germany had ended? 
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D: V-E Day. 
 
T: V-E Day.  Do you remember what you were doing when you first heard that news? 
 
D: No, I don’t think so. 
 
T: How about your reaction, because obviously, you as a woman with a husband in 
the service, you were directly impacted?  How did you react to that news? 
 
D: Thank God.  What else can you do? 
 
T: Hopes that Angelo would come home of course came to naught.  He took a long 
way to the Philippines and was stationed in Japan after the war ended for a few 
months. 
 
D: Yes.  That was a little bit much. 
 
T: How would you describe how you felt about that?  What words would you use to 
describe that? 
 
D: The anger as good as anything. 
 
T: By August, September, October other young men were reappearing on the streets 




T: Angelo finally did get home in November of 1945.  He was discharged.  When did 
you first hear from him that he was coming home or was back in the States? 
 
D: I knew he was coming. 
 
T: Had he written to you? 
 
D: Oh, yes. 
 
T: So when did you first hear from him? 
 
D: As soon as he found out when he’d be home he called me.  My friend, who’s 
husband was also discharged at the same moment, and I went down by bus to pick 
him up in the cities.  We came back by bus too. 
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T: Can you describe that in your words? 
 
D: What else?  (laughs) You just gave him a big hug and all went back to the hotel 
and have dinner and whatever. 
 




T: Do you remember when your son first saw Angelo? 
 
D: He didn’t know.  He wasn’t old enough to know that there was a daddy.  It didn’t 
take him too long, too many weeks. 
 
Husband Angelo Legueri: Yes, it took quite a while. 
 
D: Sure, because what did he know? 
 








T: One of the reasons that war against Japan ended so suddenly was the use of 
atomic weapons against Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  At the time, Dorothy, did you feel 
our government was correct to use atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki? 
 
D: I think there was a lot of ambivalence about that.  Who would know?  We didn’t 
know in the first place about the bombs until they were dropped.  Both grandsons 
questioned us. 
 
T: How about you yourself in the time since 1945?  A lot of years have gone by.  How 
have your feelings on this changed? 
 
D: The way Ang describes it, it saved millions of lives on both sides.  That’s about all 
you can say. 
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T: What did the war mean for you personally at the time?  You had two years in 
which the war was on and you lived here and you got married, and then two years 
that were very different.  Your husband was gone.  You were a single mother. 
 
D: A lot of deprivation and loneliness.  But a lot of friends in the same circumstances. 
 
T: How did having friends in the same circumstances make it easier?  Or did it make 
it easier? 
 
D: Oh, yes.  It helped a lot.  Otherwise you might not make it. 
 
T: What can you provide for each other?  How would you describe that? 
 
D: Support.  Help.  Encouragement. 
 
T: Did some women have more trouble dealing with it than others?  The fact that 
their husbands or loved ones were away? 
 
D: We were all pretty accepting.  What choice did we have?  We helped each other. 
 
T: A mutual support group. 
 
D: Yes.  But no planned support like they have now.  I mean they have support 
groups and things.  Nobody paid any attention to us, actually.  We were on our own. 
 
T: Did you feel left on your own?  Did you feel that maybe you wanted more support 
from the government or from local organizations? 
 
D: I don’t think that was even an option that we considered because there hadn’t 
been and there wasn’t any.  We were all strong people. 
 
T: How do you reflect on the war now? 
 
End of Side A.  Side B begins at counter 381. 
 
D: It was an episode that we lived through.  What else can you say? 
 
T: When Angelo came back, he went back to the same job.  For you, how soon did 
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T: What’s the most important way that the war changed your life? 
 
D: I suppose it made us more self-sufficient.  You didn’t have any choice.  Probably 
the only way. 
 
T: So self-sufficiency out of necessity that you had to fend for yourself. 
 
D: You had to cope. 
 
T: Do you think the coping was easier or more difficult because you were in a small 
town? 
 
D: Probably easier. 
 
T: Why is that? 
 
D: You know everybody in a small town.  In a city you don’t know anybody.  Very 
restricted. 
 
T: Having lived here a while at that time, you knew most of your neighbors, I guess. 
 
D: Oh, yes. 
 
T: Were those people you could depend on or ask for things if you were in a tight 
spot? 
 
D: Oh, yes. 
 
T: How important was it that your parents lived in town here? 
 
D: They didn’t actually.  They lived down the road seven or eight miles.  But that was 
important.  My brother was in the service.  His wife lived here.  My sister lived here.  
Both sisters. 
 
T: So there were a number of people that you could turn to… 
 
D: And his sisters.  They were younger than I, but they were good kids. 
 
T: So in a small town of maybe a thousand or a little more people you had…. 
 
D: We had three thousand then I think.  It’s down to less than a thousand now. 
 
T: Populations have really shifted. 
 
D: Because the mines, the plants have all closed and people have had to leave. 
 
 
Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 – Dorothy Legueri 
Interview © 2002 by Thomas Saylor  20 
T: There are smaller families now too, aren’t there? 
 
D: Oh, yes.  Most of us had at least three and four.  I had five.  Now they have two. 
 
T: I think you’re right. 
 
D: I like bigger families. 
 
T: Now the question is: can we afford them? 
 
D: We could afford them because we didn’t give our kids everything.  They had 
everything they needed, but not everything they wanted.  Didn’t hurt them any a bit. 
 
T: We’ve talked about family, about jobs that you had, a couple jobs, when it comes 
to the potential difficulty of child care, that’s not something you ran into because 
you had relatives living here and family. 
 
D: I didn’t work anyhow. 
 
T: When you wanted to work it wasn’t really a problem. 
 
D: No.  We had dogs and cats. 
 
T: You talked about life in Nashwauk, about financial situation, briefly about your 
church, your neighborhood, the death of President Roosevelt, the end of the war, the 
use of atomic weapons, and the change that the war brought to your life.  What else 
would you like to add?  Things that I didn’t touch on? 
 
D: I think you have been very thorough. 
 
T: Anything else you want to add then? 
 
D: I can’t think of anything. 
 
T: Then, on the record, let me thank you very much for this.  Thank you also for 
being the person who called me when you read the article in the newspaper, 
because it led to meeting two very nice people and two very good interviews.  Thank 
you. 
 
D: I know he had some good stories to tell.  I’d heard them for fifty years, sixty years. 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 
 
 
